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Who is IYI?
Our mission is to improve the lives of all Indiana 
children by strengthening and connecting the 
people, organizations, and communities that are 
focused on kids and youth.

• We Do It For The Kids
• We Create Change
• We Work Together
• We Empower Our 

Partners And Peers
• We Advocate For Others



Using your GoToWebinar Control Panel

If you don’t see the control panel –
click the orange arrow

Questions

Download Resources
If you do not see this section, click VIEW in the 
top menu and make sure HANDOUTS is checked



State of the Child



Understand top challenges facing youth.

Access critical data and solutions.

Advocate, empower and inspire action.

Work together and be responsive.

Why the state of the child?



To improve the lives of all 
Indiana children.



Notable Improvements

Ratio of Population to Mental 
Health Providers 780:1

2016
670:1

2019

9th -12th Grade Monthly Use of 
Cigarettes

35.3%
2014

22.1%
2018

Food Insecure Children 21.2%
2014

17.4%
2017

Children Living in Working-Poor 
Households

14.5%
2016-17

13.0%
2017-18

High-Quality Early Childhood 
Programs

1,098
2016

1,492
2019



Notable Improvements

Juveniles Committed to 
Department of Correction

733
2015

483
2018

Teen Birth Rate per 1,000 
Females, Ages 15-17

28.0
2014

22.8
2017

Children in Poverty 20.9%
2015

18.0%
2087

College Students Needing 
Remediation

18%
2014

12%
2017



Who are Hoosier kids?

Who are our Hoosier youth?



Indiana is home to the 15th

largest population of 
children nationally. 



Source: Easy Access to Juvenile Populations

Indiana’s 1,568,130 children represent 23% of the state’s 
total population . 

13.1%
Black 



Central and 
northern regions 

of Indiana are 
more diverse 
compared to 
other areas 

within the state. 

Source: Easy Access to Juvenile Populations



We have many positive 
gains, however, more 

progress must be made to 
ensure all children thrive. 



National Rankings

KIDS COUNT 
Indiana Overall

Family & Community

Economic Well-Being

Education

Health

29th

32nd

24th

21st

26th



Serious disparities can be 
found throughout by place, 

race, income and immigrant 
status. 



Compared to neighboring states, Indiana has the 
highest number of children who are in the foster 
care system. 

Number of Children in Foster Care System, Indiana and Neighboring States: 2018 
Source: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) 

(2.0%)

(1.0%)

(0.7%)

(0.8%)
(1.5%)



Large disparities exist by race for in-school and 
out-of-school suspension. 

Percentage of Students Suspended by Race/Ethnicity, Indiana: 2019
Source: Indiana Department of Education



Family financial stability varies widely by race and 
ethnicity. 

Children Whose Parents Lack Secure Employment by Race/Ethnicity, Indiana: 2017
Source: American Community Survey



Data Reflection 
• What is surprising?
• What is significant?
• What questions does this raise 

for your community?
• What else do you want/need to 

know?





Hoosier children live in many 
different types of families.



Primary Householder

Percentage of Child’s Relationships to the Primary Householder Other Than Biological Parent, Indiana: 2018
Source: American Community Survey



Grandparent Kinship Caregivers

Percentage of Children Living with a Grandparent Householder, Grandparent Responsible, No Parent Present, 
Indiana: 2014-2018

Source: American Community Survey



The physical surroundings of 
where kids and families live 

have an impact. 



Percentage of Households with at Least 1 of 4 Housing Problems, Indiana: 2011 – 2015
Source: County Health Rankings

14% of Indiana’s 
households reported 
having at least one 
severe housing problem. 



Indiana is ranked as the third worst for air pollution 
compared to our neighboring states

Air Pollution, Indiana and Neighboring States: 2019 
Source: American Health Rankings



Supportive foundations are 
crucial to children's well-being 

and long-term success.



Child Maltreatment Rate per 1,000 Children, Indiana: 2013 – 2017
Source: Children’s Bureau

Indiana’s child maltreatment rate has steadily increased 
in recent years.



Source: Substantiated Assessments by Maltreatment Type, Indiana: 2018
Source: Indiana Department of Child Services 

Neglect is the most common form of maltreatment. 



• Every adult in the state of Indiana is a mandatory 
reporter of child abuse and neglect. 

• DCS operates a 24-hour, 7-days a-week hotline for 
reporting suspected child abuse or neglect: 1-800-
800-5556.

You are a Mandated Reporter





✓ Volunteer to be a CASA or foster parent. 

✓ Establish reporting procedures for your 
organization to follow if child maltreatment is 
witnessed or suspected. 

✓ Encourage cross-sector collaboration to address 
child maltreatment and support local families.



Data Reflection 
• What is surprising?
• What is significant?
• What questions does this raise 

for your community?
• What else do you want/need to 

know?





Although unemployment is 
low, many Hoosier families 
still face economic 
challenges. 



The median income for a family in Indiana has 
increased steadily over the last several years. 

Median Family Income Among Households with Children, Indiana: 2013-2018
Source: The Annie E. Casey Foundation



Source: American Community Survey



Gaps exist in median income by family structure. 

Source: American Community Survey



Percentage of Children Living in Working Poor Households, Indiana: 2017-2018
Source: National Survey of Children’s Health

Lack of access to sustaining income 
disproportionately  impacts children of color



Significant disparities exist in children who 
experience poverty by race/ethnicity. 

Percentage of Children Living in Poverty by Race/Ethnicity, Indiana: 2018 
Source: America Community Survey





Access to high-quality education 
throughout a child’s life is 

foundational to their success. 



The high school graduation rate has been decreasing. 

High School Graduation Rate, Indiana: 2014 - 2019
Source: Indiana Department of Education



High School Graduation Rate, Indiana: 2019
Source: Indiana State Board of Education

Clear disparities exist in graduation rates.



Variation exists among student demographics that 
enroll in college within a year of graduating from 
high school. 

College-going Rates by Student Demographic, Indiana: 2017
Source: Indiana Commission for Higher Education



Schools and communities can 
create positive learning conditions 

that position Hoosier youth for 
success.



Source: Indiana Commission for Higher Education



Percentage of children ages 3-17 have ever been diagnosed with depression or anxiety problems, Indiana: 2017-2018
Source: National Survey for Children’s Health  

Hoosier youth are diagnosed with depression or 
anxiety higher than the national percentage. 





✓ Update school discipline practices to reflect on 
racial and ethnic disparities. 

✓ Expand and coordinate social supports that allow 
children and youth to focus on learning in school. 

✓ Develop systems to recruit and retain licensed 
school counselors and highly qualified mental health 
providers. 



Data Reflection 
• What is surprising?
• What is significant?
• What questions does this raise 

for your community?
• What else do you want/need to 

know?





To promote overall kids health, it 
is critical to consider differential 
factors within health outcomes. 



Source: National Survey of Children’s Health & Feeding America 

• 1 in 3 (32.7%) children 
ages 10-17 are 
overweight or obese

• 1 in 6 (17.4%) Hoosier 
children are food 
insecure. 



Hispanic Hoosier children are the least likely to 
have health insurance. 

Percentage of Children with Health Insurance by Race/Ethnicity, Indiana: 2018
Source: American Community Survey



Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Births, Midwest States: 2017
Source: Centers for Disease Control 

Indiana has the second highest infant mortality 
rate when compared to Midwest states. 



Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Births by Race/Ethnicity, Indiana: 2018
Source: Indiana State Department of Health

Black infants are most likely to die before their 
first birthday. 



Percentage of High School Students Who Have Ever Used Electronic Vapor Products and JULL, Indiana: 2018
Source: Indiana State Department of Health

More than 40% of 12th grade students reported having 
use JULL or Electronic Vapor Product. 





✓ Commit to stigma reduction efforts by developing 
awareness campaign with positive stories.

✓ Prioritize prevention over crisis response, including 
family support programs and early childhood 
services that equip parents and youth with skills and 
knowledge.

✓ Develop and implement evidence-based 
programs ensuring that all children are empowered 
through culturally informed strategies.



Data Reflection 
• What is surprising?
• What is significant?
• What questions does this raise 

for your community?
• What else do you want/need to 

know?



It's in all our best interest 
to make sure each and 
every child is healthy, 

engaged and supported. 

What is the state of the child?



Understand and commit to addressing disparities. 

Challenge the status quo, seek and deliver solutions.

Work together to increase shared impact.

Build deeper understanding of data and trends to 
inform actions. 

Call to Action



✓ Indiana KIDS COUNT Data Book

✓ County Snapshots

✓ Issue Briefs

✓ Data Briefs

✓ Custom Data Requests

Data and Resources

data@iyi.org

mailto:data@iyi.org


www.iyi.org
data@iyi.org

Thank you

http://www.iyi.org/


Webinars
Convenient, online professional development.
• Grounded in latest research and innovative practices
• Focus on Youth Development and College and Career 

Upcoming Topics:

Register Today! 
IYI.org/webinar



Professional Development Grants
Enabling your development to improve student success.

• Up to $750 per awardee to attend a 
conference, training or workshop focused on 
youth development or nonprofit 
management

• May be used for registration fees and some 
travel costs

• Simple online application form and grant 
guidelines

• Applications due by the 10th of the month
• Notifications made the 1st of the following 

month



Newsletters
Be the first to receive the latest updates and opportunities.

Weekly Update: A weekly email newsletter with the latest 
youth development trends, IYI program news and event 
updates.

Programs: Get the latest KIDS COUNT Data, information from 
the Virginia Beall Ball Library, and other announcements from 
IYI programs.

Professional Development: Never miss an announcement 
about IYI webinars, the Because KIDS COUNT Conference, 
Youth Worker Cafes, the Postsecondary Counseling Institute 
and other great opportunities.

Be sure to sign up at 
www.iyi.org/newsletters.



Get Connected
Let’s connect to improve the lives of youth!

www.facebook.com/Indianayouth
@indianayouth

www.twitter.com/Indiana_Youth
@Indiana_Youth

Dana Jones

Conference and Training Manager

dljones@iyi.org


