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Who is IYI?
Our mission is to improve the lives of all Indiana 
children by strengthening and connecting the 
people, organizations, and communities that are 
focused on kids and youth.
• We Do It For The Kids
• We Create Change
• We Work Together
• We Empower Our Partners 

And Peers
• We Advocate For Others



Questions

Download Resources

Using your GoToWebinar Control 
Panel

If you do not see this section, click VIEW in the 
top menu and make sure HANDOUTS is checked

If you don’t see the control 
panel – click the orange arrow



Finding the Center of the Circle:
Youth Voice & Social-Emotional Learning

a Youth Communication Workshop
January 22, 2020

Facilitated by Janelle Greco



Presenter

Janelle Greco
Director of Education



Who We Are

Youth Communication uses 
a story-based approach to help educators 
and youth workers connect with the teens 
they serve and build their 
social, emotional, and literacy skills.



• Learn about social and emotional learning (SEL) skills

• Read a youth-written text and discuss ways this story could be used to 
support the youth you serve

• Identify the ways in which teen-written stories model and embed these 
SEL skills

• Determine how discussion questions and activities help support SEL 
skills and encourage participation during read-aloud sessions 

Objectives for today’s workshop



Writer
Demonstrates a 

change

Editor
Highlights the 

SEL skills in that 
change

Reader
Engages with a 

transformational 
story, is motivated 
to make positive 
changes in his or 

her own life

About Youth Communication



Story-Based Solutions
Social-emotional learning (SEL) and literacy for  teens

Middle School High SchoolMS/HS Transition HS/College 
Transition

Career Readiness Girls’ 
Empowerment

Positive 
Masculinity

Diversity & 
Advocacy



• Perspective taking
• Empathy
• Appreciating diversity
• Respect for others

• Identifying emotions
• Accurate self-perception
• Recognizing strengths
• Sense of self-confidence
• Self-efficacy

• Impulse control
• Stress management
• Self-discipline
• Self-motivation
• Goal setting
• Organizational skills

• Identifying problems
• Analyzing solutions
• Problem-solving
• Evaluation
• Reflection
• Ethical responsibility

• Communication
• Social engagement
• Building relationships
• Working cooperatively

Social & Emotional Learning (SEL)



The Model: Story Read-Aloud

“Me and 
My Anger” 
by D. Perry

Girls’ Empowerment



The Model: Story Read-Aloud



Deconstructing the Model: SEL Embedded in the Stories

Self-awareness



The Model: Story Read-Aloud



The Model: Story Read-Aloud



The Model: Story Read-Aloud

Responsible 
decision-making

Self-awareness



The Model: Story Read-Aloud



The Model: Story Read-Aloud



Deconstructing the Model: Coming Up With Questions



Practice: Crafting Questions

1. Note places that surprise you, stand out to you, or where you see        
social and emotional learning occurring

2. Questions should be open-ended and focused on the story’s 
narrator

3. Remember, the question isn’t about comprehension; it’s about 
getting youth to build their own social and emotional learning 
through the story

4. Avoid value-laden questions (“good”/”bad,” “right”/”wrong,” 
“agree”/”disagree”)

5. Encourage students to talk about the writer (externalization) -
they can explore SEL skills and choices without having to reveal their 
own circumstances



Deconstructing the Model: Activities as Anchors



Practice: Picking Opening Activities

Tap prior knowledge, spark interest in story topic 

Concentric Circles
Inner circle of participants partners up with an outer circle of participants; respond to 
prompts/questions related to theme of the story; outer circle rotates to new partner for each 
question/prompt

Opinion Continuum
Movement-based way for readers to think about their stance on issues related to story (“Agree” and 
“Disagree” signs are posted on opposite ends of the room); students are given a prompt and they 
move to whichever side of the room matches their feelings related to the prompt

Freewrite & Pair Share
Students freewrite based on prompt related to the theme of the story and then share pieces of their 
writing with a partner

Toss One, Take One
Independent writing on a post-it → the post-it is then crumpled up, distributed & read anonymously 



Practice: Picking Closing Activities

Cement connections, rehearse positive behaviors 

Dear Teen Writer 
Students “talk back” by writing a letter to the teen writer of the story to engage with their thoughts, 
feelings, and experiences

Draw It
Students express their ideas and connect to the story’s themes through drawing 

Journaling
Students personally reflect on and process experiences more deeply by responding to a prompt 

Role Plays
Introduces dramatic roles and needs to help teens connect emotionally with the challenges faced by 
the writer and work out their own responses 



Free Resource – YCteen.org



Thank you!
Stay in Touch!

youthcomm @youthcomm@youthcommunication

https://twitter.com/youthcomm
https://www.facebook.com/youthcomm
https://www.instagram.com/youthcommunication/
https://www.facebook.com/youthcomm
https://twitter.com/youthcomm
https://www.instagram.com/youthcommunication/


Webinars
Convenient, online professional development.

Register Today! 
IYI.org/webinar

• Grounded in latest research and innovative practices
• Focus on Youth Development and College and Career 

Upcoming Topics:



Professional Development Grants
Enabling your development to improve student success.

• Up to $750 per awardee to attend a 
conference, training or workshop 
focused on youth development or 
nonprofit management

• May be used for registration fees 
and some travel costs

• Simple online application form and 
grant guidelines

• Applications due by the 10th of the 
month

• Notifications made the 1st of the 
following month



Newsletters
Be the first to receive the latest updates and opportunities.

Weekly Update: A weekly email newsletter with the latest 
youth development trends, IYI program news and event 
updates.

Programs: Get the latest KIDS COUNT Data, information from 
the Virginia Beall Ball Library, and other announcements from 
IYI programs.

Professional Development: Never miss an announcement 
about IYI webinars, the Because KIDS COUNT Conference, 
Youth Worker Cafes, the Postsecondary Counseling Institute 
and other great opportunities.

Be sure to sign up at 
www.iyi.org/newsletters.



Dana Jones
Conferences and Training Manager
dljones@iyi.org

www.facebook.com/Indianayouth
@indianayouth

Get Connected
Let’s connect to improve the lives of youth!

www.twitter.com/Indiana_Youth
@Indiana_Youth


