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Broad-based Statewide Partnership is Looking for a Few (Thousand) Good Mentors

Purdue, IU Coaches to Promote Indiana Mentoring Partnership during National Mentoring Month
INDIANAPOLIS – As research continues to show that children with mentors experience positive social and academic benefits, a new statewide partnership is being launched to recruit mentors for Hoosier children, with a long range goal of addressing Indiana’s lagging high school graduation rate and high dropout rate. 
Among those joining the Indiana Mentoring Partnership are the Indiana Chamber of Commerce, the Indiana State Teachers Association, the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, Indiana Black Expo, Old National Bank, Fort Wayne Community Schools Study Connection, Communities in Schools of Wayne County, the Vigo County School Corporation, the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation, and mentoring agencies such as the 100 Black Men of Indianapolis, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Indiana, CARES in Elkhart, and Hours for Ours in Michigan City. 

The partnership grew out of discussions the Indiana Youth Institute (IYI) began having two years ago with interested parties about how best to give Hoosier children hope for a better future.
“The goal of the Indiana Mentoring Partnership is to heighten awareness of mentoring and to recruit new mentors for existing mentoring programs in Indiana,” said IYI President and CEO Bill Stanczykiewicz. “Our first steps toward that goal are to launch the partnership during January, which is National Mentoring Month, and to ask Hoosiers to follow the leads of Tom Crean and Matt Painter, who might be from rival schools but can agree that Hoosier children need mentors.”
The Indiana Mentoring Partnership has provided Indiana TV and radio stations with public service announcements featuring Painter and Crean, the men’s basketball coaches at Purdue University and Indiana University, respectively. The messages encourage Hoosiers to become mentors and to look for mentoring opportunities in their area by logging on to the Indiana Mentoring Partnership’s Web site, www.abetterhour.org.
“The Web site’s name refers to the fact that many mentoring agencies are looking for volunteers to give one hour per week of their time, and by doing so, they can give a child in Indiana ‘a better hour,’” Stanczykiewicz said. “Hoosiers can enter their zip codes at the Web site and find mentoring opportunities that fit their schedules and interests.”
Research from national mentoring agencies has shown that children who are mentored for an hour per week or two hours twice per month for a year attend school more regularly, have better attitudes and behaviors at school, are more likely to pursue post-secondary education, and are less likely to use drugs and alcohol. 

“We have no greater calling as adults than to prepare the next generation of Hoosiers to become productive citizens. Education is the key, but schools can’t do it all,” said Governor Mitch Daniels. “It begins at home, and in those instances where children fall behind despite the best efforts of their parents and teachers, mentors can play a vital role in encouraging children to realize their potential.”
The Partnership can provide free technical assistance and training for community groups, religious congregations, school corporations and businesses looking to become involved in mentoring. 

“School corporations in Indiana with mentoring programs have seen how effective they are, while some businesses are finding that providing employees paid time off to mentor actually improves productivity,” Stanczykiewicz said. “Mentoring works, now we just need more Hoosiers to get involved.”   

Support for the Indiana Mentoring Partnership has come from Old National Bank, the Mary Ober Foundation,  Welborn Foundation, Moore Foundation, Paul Ogle Foundation, Peyton Manning Children's Hospital, the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, and numerous private benefactors.

The Indiana Youth Institute promotes the healthy development of children and youth by serving the institutions and people of Indiana who work on their behalf.  For more information about the Indiana Youth Institute, visit www.iyi.org.

###

(Note to editors: IYI provides members of the media free data research and information on sources for stories on youth issues. To access this service or to arrange an interview with IYI President and CEO Bill Stanczykiewicz, please contact Glenn Augustine, vice president—communications at 800-343-7060, 317-396-2734 or gaugustine@iyi.org.)
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